
 

 
 

 

Irish Rare Breeds Conference 2018 
 

Thursday 24 May 19:00 to 21:00  
Friday 25 May 09:00 to 16:00 and 19:00 to 20:30 

Saturday 26 May 11:00 to 12:30 
 
 

Nevins Newfield Inn, Mulranny, Co Mayo, F28 A6K1 
 

 
 

 
Thursday: Free Event 
Friday: Cover Fee €30 

Friday: Evening Meal €25 
Saturday: Free to Delegates 

 
http://irishrarebreedsconference.ie/  

 

 

Program Irish Rare Breeds Conference 2018 
Thursday 24 May 19:00 to 21:00, Friday 25 May 09:00 to 20:30 and Saturday 11:00 to 12:30 

Nevins Newfield Inn, Mulranny, Co. Mayo, Ireland. F28 A6K1 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thursday 19:00 to 21:00am Evening Session 1: Heritage Breeds, Culture and Conservation 

19:00  Tea & Coffee Reception and Welcome 
19:30 # 1 The Táin Bó Stories, by Pauline Mc Dermott, Historian and Author 
20:00 # 2 Resurrecting ‘extinct’ Irish Traditional Landrace Breeds Part 1 by R Werner, Historian  
20:30  Questions & Answers 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Friday 9:00 to 11:00am Early Morning Session 2: Traditional Breeds Contemporary Applications  

09:00  Registration Tea and Coffee 

09:30    Introduction and Welcome by Mark Mc Connell, Chairman Irish Rare Breeds Society 

09:40 Official Opening by Councillor Ml Holmes, Chairman of the West-Mayo Municipal District  

09:50 # 1 Kerry, Droimeann, Friesian & Mount Billiard Dairy Cattle, Cross Comparisons Matthew Hayden  

10:00 # 2 Irish Moiled Cattle and Cloonconra Soft Cheese by James Gannon Cloonconra Cheese 

10:10    # 3 Killenure Dexter Beef by Eavaun Carmody 

10:20     # 4 Conservation Grazing with Dexter Cattle in the Uplands of Kerry, Kilian Kelly Tralee IT 

10:30    # 5 Grazing for Wildlife in Wales, Hilary Kehoe 

10:40    Questions & Answers 
 

11:10 to 11:40 Tea and Coffee Break 
 

11:40 to 12:40 Late Morning Session 3: Native Breed Conservation, Best Practice  

11:30  # 6 The Importance of Geography to Livestock Breeds. Prof. Nick Evans, University of Worcester  

11:40 # 7 Tannaghmore Gardens & Animal Farm, RBST ‘Approved Farm Park Status’ Richard McKitterick 

11:50  # 8 Irish Moiled Cattle Conservation, Brian O’Kane Irish Moiled Cattle Society 

12:00 Questions & Answers   
 

12:30 to 13:30 Lunch Break 
 

13:30 to 16.00 Afternoon Session 4: Conserving Native Breeds Irish Context   

13:30  # 9 National Strategy for Genetic Conservation by S Mc Parland Teagasc  

13:40  # 10 Comparative Genome Wide Characterisation of Rare British Isles Cattle Breeds, P Flynn  

13:50 # 11 Resurrecting ‘extinct’ Irish Traditional Landrace Breeds Part 2 by Ray Werner  

14:00  Panel Discussion, Questions, Answers, Facilitated by Alan Hill  

15:00  Closing Remarks by Marion Harkin MEP 

15:20  Closure Housekeeping: Evaluation, Society Membership  

16:00  End  

19:00 to 20.30 Evening Dinner: Nevin’s Home of Hospitality Special Menu 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Saturday 11:00 to 12:30 Guided Tour of the National Breeding Program for Old Irish Goats  

http://irishrarebreedsconference.ie/


 

 
 

 

Irish Rare Breeds Conference 2018 - Speakers Profile 
Session 1: Heritage Breeds, Culture and Conservation  

Mark Mc Connell Chairman Irish Rare Breeds Conference 

Mark farms Irish Moiled Cattle, Old Irish Goats and keeps traditional Irish 
Poultry, in county Donegal.  Mark has a keen interest in the history and 
preservation of Irish Breeds and judged Irish Moiled at the Mount Briscoe Rare 
Breed Show. Mark has been instrumental in expanding the native breed genetic 
research horizons into traditional poultry and Bó Riabhach cattle. In his role as 
chairman of the Irish Rare Breeds Society Mark wants to build a broad 
partnership for the promotion of Irish native breeds. 

Councillor Michael Holmes Cathaoirleach of the West Mayo Municipal District  

Michael is a hill-sheep farmer and member of the Mayo County Council 
Strategic Policy Committee on Planning, Environemt and Agriculture. 
Recognising the need for a collaborative approach, Michael was instrumental in 
establishing an Agriculture Working Group in Mayo County Council, that 
brought together, farm organisations, technical staff and special interest groups 
to develop an agricultural strategy for the county. 

 

Pauline McDermott Historian and Author 

Preface: The Táin Bó Stories, set in the first century AD, are ancient Irish sagas 
telling the stories of famous cattle raids. This talk highlights the importance of 
animals and livestock as depicted in ancient Irish mythology, storytelling and art.  

Pauline McDermott, MA (Ed), a retired teacher who lives locally, has researched 
and written 'Queen Maeve & The Táin Stories'. This is an introduction to 
ancient Irish mythology and the most famous saga, The Táin Bó Cúailnge (The 
Cattle Raid of Cooley), one of many cattle raid stories in ancient times. 

Raymond Werner, Vice Chairman, the Old Irish Goat Society 

Ray’s interest in rare breeds and their conservation began in 1960. Ray has 
been a researcher for the Rare Breeds Survival Trust and is currently the 
researcher and historian for the Old English Goat Society and the Cheviot 
Landrace Goat Research and Preservation Society. Ray has worked in Germany, 
researching rare breeds of cattle and sheep in collaboration with the Tierpark, 
Hellabrunn, Munich.  

Preface: Resurrecting ‘extinct’ Irish Traditional Landrace Breeds Part 1  

Ray’s evening talk speaks to the possibility of resurrecting an extinct species/breeds 
which was first suggested in the 19th Century, and applied practically to the extinct 
Eurasian Wild Ox or Auroch in Germany during the 1920’s.  

Session 2: Traditional Breeds Contemporary Applications 

Matthew English Hayden, Independent Agricultural Consultant  

Matthew runs a commercial dairy farm in County Carlow and milks Kerry, Droimeann, 
Friesian and Mount Billiard / Friesian crosses.   

Preface: Kerry, Droimeann, Friesian & Mount Billiard Dairy Cattle, Cross Comparisons 
Matthew will discuss and compare the characteristics of his dairy cattle breeds and their 
commercial yields. 

James Gannon, Dairy Farmer and Cheesemaker 

James farms Irish Moiled cattle in County Leitrim and decided to add value to his farm by 
developing a soft cheese enterprise from the dual purpose breed.  

Preface: Cloonconra Cheese, Cloonconra Cheese is made from milk from pedigree Irish 
Moiled cows on our organic pastures in Cloonconra, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon which has 
been farmed by the family for over 200 years. Cloonconra soft cheese follows a traditional 
Irish recipe, with raw milk, is high in omega fats, proteins and vitamins and is a perfect 
substitute for meat. The subtle flavours and rich texture combine to make a versatile 
cheese great in salads or added to baking. James will talk about the inspiration and journey 
to develop Cloonconra cheese. 

Eavaun Carmody, founder and director of Killenure Dexter Gourmet.  

A former bronze-caster with years of experience in restorations of 
both antiques and buildings, the uniquely creative lens which Eavaun 
views her work through is a huge influence on the business. From its 
inception, Killenure Dexter Gourmet revolved around ensuring not 
only the survival, but the success of this Irish native breed. In pursuit 
of this goal, the team draws on the combination of the Dexter's 
excellence and versatility; the rich and uniquely Irish story of their 
struggle to survive; the marriage of a heritage breeds with heritage 
agricultural methods; and a determination to operate a sustainable 
and conservation-minded business.  

Preface: Killenure Dexter Beef, Eavaun's talk today will explore the background to the rise 
of the Dundrum Dexter, and its place within the wider context of Irish rural identity. 

Kilian Kelly, lecturer at the Institute of Technology, Tralee 

Killian works on the Wildlife Biology, Field Biology with Wildlife Tourism, and Agricultural 
Science degree programmes and teaches modules of Ecology, Species Identification and 
Geographical Information Systems.  Kilian spends his spare time birdwatching around Cork 
and Kerry.   

Preface: “Conservation Grazing with Dexter Cattle in the Uplands of Kerry” Kilian’s 
research interests focus on conservation grazing and High Nature Value Farmland. His PhD 
(ongoing) examines the use of Dexter cattle as conservation grazers in the uplands. He has 
worked with Mr. Paddy Fenton, a Dexter cattle farmer in West Kerry, and the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service on the project. 



 

 
 

 

Hilary Kehoe, Conservation Grazer 
Hilary has work for PONT, Wales’s grazing organisation for 10 years, 
helping farmers and landowners to work together to manage 
livestock on a variety of habitats for wildlife benefit. 
She farms traditional and rare breed cattle, ponies and sheep with 
her family in North Wales, managing grazing for conservation.  

Preface: Grazing for wildlife in Wales, will speak to Hilary’s 
experience in Wales on upland and lowland sites. And working with 
breed societies on conservation of rare or endangered breeds and 
the UK Rare Breed Survival Trust 
 

Session 3: Native Breed Conservation Best Practice  

Professor Nick Evans, Department of Geography, University of Worcester, UK 

Originating from South Wales, Nick Evans gained his PhD in Agricultural Geography 
from Coventry University in 1990, working on farm-based tourism in collaboration 
with the Royal Agricultural Society of England. He became Professor of Rural 
Geography at the University of Worcester in 2010 following twenty years of 
teaching, researching and providing consultancy on the geography of agricultural 
change. The cultural significance of livestock breeds to local landscapes has been a 
long-held research interest, assisting the Rare Breeds Survival Trust to recognise 
the importance of geography in their conservation mission. 

Preface: The Importance of Geography to Livestock Breeds, my research into the 
geography of rare breeds began over 20 years ago with the publication of a paper 
emphasising the importance of livestock to local landscapes. To emphasise place-
breed associations, working with the rare Breeds Survival Trust in the UK, selected 
breeds were mapped; Irish breeds were part of this project. This paper revisits 
that research and demonstrates how the geography of rare breeds has developed 
in the intervening years and remains vitally important today. 

Richard McKitterick, Tannaghmore Gardens and Animal Farm, Grounds 
Maintenance Supervisor.  

Richard has worked for 4 years in developing Tannaghmore Gardens to achieve 
Rare Breeds Survival Trust (RBST) ‘Approved Farm Park Status’ and is responsible 
for resource management and educational programs. 

Preface: Tannaghmore Gardens and Animal Farm, Craigavon; has been awarded 
‘Approved Farm Park Status’ by the RBST, currently the only such farm in the 
whole of Ireland. The accreditation requires having a number of rare breeds, all of 
which have to be breed pure and registered. A minimum of 60% of the Farm’s 
breeds have to be on the charity’s ‘Watch list’. As well as having a strict animal 
welfare code of practice, Tannaghmore Gardens and Animal Farm also had to 
demonstrate an excellent standard of breeding programme and actively promote 
public education of the importance of endangered native farm breeds and the 
need to conserve their unique genetic characteristics. 

Brian O’Kane the Irish Moiled Cattle Society: 

Brian O’Kane currently sits on the board of directors of the Irish Moiled Cattle Society. 
He is the owner of the Ravelglen Herd of Irish Moiled Cattle Founded in 2004. Based 
in the Glens of Antrim Brian has developed the herd into one of the most successful 
show herds within the breed.  He has been granted the honour of judging the Irish 
Moiled Classes at Tullamore show this year. Brian is committed to the improvement 
of the breed whilst conserving its genetic integrity. 

Preface: Irish Moiled Cattle Conservation; The main core of the Talk is centred on the 
challenges facing the breeders in improving the breed while protecting its genetic 
integrity. I will attempt to provide a brief overview of the measures undertaken by 
the society to improve the quality and desirability of the breed within the rare breed 
and commercial sectors. 

Session 4: Irish Native Breed Conservation and Resurrection? 

Sinead Mc Parland: Teagasc: National Strategy for Genetic Conservation:  
Sinead McParland is a quantitative genetics research officer at Teagasc 
Moorepark. Her PhD thesis investigated the levels of inbreeding, and its effects on 
Irish populations of beef and dairy cattle. One chapter of the thesis led to her 
continued role in identifying candidates for the national breeding programme 
taking cognisance of inbreeding. 

Preface: In 2013, a national genetic conservation strategy document was 
delivered which provides an overview of endangered Irish livestock populations, 
Ireland’s obligation to protect them and the key criteria required to sustain the 
development of rare breeds. The aim of this talk is to summarise the strategy 
document. 

Paul Flynn: Head of Research and Development Weatherbys Scientific 

Paul has worked with Weatherbys Scientific since 2002. He is a molecular 
geneticist with over 15 years’ experience within the Agrigenomics sector, 
specialising in application of latest Omic Technologies and Bioinformatic Solutions. 
He holds an MSc and is currently undertaking a research PhD in Conservation 
Genetics 

Preface: Comparative genome wide characterisation of Rare British Isles Cattle 
breeds. Ireland has several rare cattle breeds which have been subjected to severe 
reductions in population numbers over the past few centuries and hence are 
endangered. Utilising recent advancements in molecular technologies, genome 
wide characterisation studies can contribute towards strategies that aim to ensure 
the survival and progression of such rare genetic resources into the future. 

Raymond Werner, Vice Chairman, the Old Irish Goat Society 

Preface: Resurrecting ‘extinct’ Irish Traditional Landrace Breeds Part 2  
In part one we considered the justification for aiming to restore Irish traditional 
landrace breeds both phenotypically and genotypically, a case for genotypic 
restoration, and landrace restoration. Now we move on to look at this more 
closely with regard to Ireland. 



 

 
 

 

Closing Remarks 

Marian Harkin, MEP 

Closing Statement by Marian Harkin MEP. Marian is an Independent MEP 
representing the 15 counties of the Midlands-North-West constituency in the 
European Parliament. In her last term in the European Parliament as a member of 
the Agriculture and Rural Development Committee Marian actively worked on the 
Common Agriculture Policy and the Rural Development Programme where she 
supported a more equitable share out of the Single Farm Payment to help ensure 
the continuation of productive family farms and is strongly supportive of 
maintaining the current LEADER model of community led local development. 

Marion Harkin concluded the IRBS 2017 conference with her observation that:  

"There are many arguments in favour of preserving Rare Breeds, but in a country where we have fully recognised 
the need to protect our heritage and our Neolithic monuments, it should surely be justified to retain and protect 
living evidence of the ancient animals that grazed around them" 

Conference Facilitator 

Alan Hill: Alan Hill Tourism Ltd 

Alan Hill has been working at the coalface of Irish tourism development for three 
decades. His reputation is built on strategic planning while facilitating innovative 
and practically sustainable solutions to challenging tourism related projects. He is 
no stranger to the Old Irish Goat Society having been a professional mentor to the 
group, for much of 2016.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Nevins Newfield Inn, on the N59 to Achill, between Newport and Mulranny  

 

 

 

The Old Irish Goat Centre & Craft Shop Mulranny 

Opens 1st June to 16 September 13:00 to 17:00 

F28 X213  


