
The Kerry Bog Pony
Lessons learnt 

Challenges still faced 



What is a Kerry Bog Pony?

Breed characteristics defined by Teddy Clifford MRCVS in 1994.
“This is a small pony evolved as such because of its use as a draught animal in the bogs of 
Kerry over the centuries”.



Traditional uses

Traditional uses of the Kerry Bog Pony



In the late 1980s John Mulvihill found his first “pony of the old 
type” By 1994 he had located 20 mares and 6 stallions and 
recognised the need to rescue the ponies from extinction.



Establishing a Breed

• For 11 years John issued black identification documents to each pony he 
recognised as conforming to type.

• During this time Dr Leo Curran and Dr John Flynn of Weatherbys became                                                                
interested in the ponies, their origins and survival.  They brought an academic 
rigour to the conservation efforts.  

• The Kerry Bog Pony Society needed to establish a legal identity and the Kerry Bog 
Pony Co-operative Society was formed.

• In 2005 the Society and the Breed were recognised by the EU and the 
Department of Agriculture.

• Aisling Heffernan MSc “The Characterisation of the Kerry Bog Pony”

• The Studbook is held under licence from the DAFM.  Horse Sport Ireland 
maintains the register on behalf of the KBP Co-operative Society

• From 2005-2007 partner in  Equisave, a project under Interreg IIIB, Biodiversity 
Programme to preserve endangered equine species in the Atlantic areas of 
Europe. Meetings in France, Spain, Portugal and Ireland.

• In 2006 the first formal inspections took place and the first passports were 
issued.

• From 2006-2008 a derogation from the EU and DAFM allowed ponies to be 
accepted into the studbook on the basis of phenotype.

• Today there are 778 ponies listed in the register although many are dead or lost



Lessons learnt: Get the best advice available.

Countess April Merveldt Billy Cotter                     Dr Leo Curran



Inspections in the early days



Annual Inspections at locations around Ireland

A Breed Improvement Programme is a 
DAFM requirement for our licence to 
hold a Studbook.  
The Licence must be renewed every 3 
years.



Annual Shows  2006-2017

• Classes for ponies of 
all ages. 

• Young handlers 
class.

• Show 
championships

• Fancy Dress



BIODIVERSITY

Rare Breeds at the Kerry Bog Pony National 
Show in Glenbeigh

Droimeann Cow



Rare Breed Conference Muckross 2006

Irish Seedsavers
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Educational Seminars

Other seminars covered welfare, care of 
the feet, Carriage Driving, Preparation for 
Showing etc

Sample Agenda

Declan McArdle of Teagasc spoke 
recently on “Marketing your Pony”



Challenges



Challenges 2017

• Marketing and Promotion

• Herd Numbers

• Finding a role for the ponies

• Involving a younger demographic

• Involving the local community

• Increasing membership

• Committee burnout

• Lack of volunteers



Website



Marketing and Promotion



Marketing and Promotion

Equus Live  
Punchestown
15,000 visitors



Horse of the Year 
Show
Birmingham NEC
35,000 visitors

Breed Society Stands



Iverk Show Rare Breeds Display 40,000 visitors 



Tullamore Show Rare Breeds Display
70,000 visitors



Traditional Owners and Breeders



Targeting a younger Audience



Community Involvement at National Show in 
Glenbeigh, Co Kerry. 

Festival Queens and Killorglin Pipe Band



Carriage Driving



Tourism



Sharing the Enjoyment!



TESTIMONIAL

“The Kerry Bog Pony is a most unassuming little equine.  He is 
totally without pretension, a rare enough attribute in the 
equine sphere…He belongs to Kerry and especially to its more 
isolated and inaccessible parts where he thrives.  He is the 
very soul of sure-footedness and reliability and like his human 
counterpart he’ll eat almost anything” 

John B.Keane


